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A Tra& Concerning 
SCHISME. 


$2 Erefie and Schiſme as they are commonly uſed, 
þ are two Theologicall ſcar. crows, with which 
> they who uſe to uphold a party in Religion, 
 uſcto fright away ſuch, as making enquiry in- 
to it, are ready to relinquiſh and SE it, if it 
appeare either erronious or ſuſpitious; for as Plutarch reports. 
of a Painter, who having unskilfully painted a Cock, chaſed, 
| away all Cocks 8 Hens, that ſo the imperfeQion of his Art 
might not appeare by compariſon with Nature; ſo men. 
willing for ends to admit of no fancy but their own, endea- 
vour to hinder an enquiry into it by way of compariſon of 
ſomewhar with it, peradventure truer,that ſo the deformity 
of their own might not appeare: but howſoever in the com- 
mon manage, Hereſie and Schiſme are but ridiculous tearmes, 
yet the things in themfelves are of very confiderable.mo- 
ment, the one offending againſt Truth, the other againſt! 
 _ Charity, and therefore both deadly, when they are not by: 
imputation, but in deed. | 
It is then a matter of no ſmall importance, truly to deſcry 
the nature of them, and they on the contrary ſtrengthen: 
themſelves, who through the iniquity of men and times,are 
muriouſly charged with them. 
| A 2 Schiſme 
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2 | A Trad concerriing Schiſme. 

Schiſm (for of Hereſie we ſhall not now treat, except it be 
by accident, and-that by occaſion of a general miſtake; 
ſpread through all the gs of the Ancients, inwhich 

nro 


their names are familiarly-confounded) Srhiſme, 1 ſay,,upon 
the very ſound of the word imports diviſion, Diviffes is 
not but where Communion is or ought to be: now Commu- 
zion1s the ſtrength and ground of all: Society whether $4: 
cred or Civill, whoſoever therefore they bee that offend a- 
eainſt this Common ſociety and friendlineſle of men, if it 
be in civill occafions,are guilty of Sedition or Rebellion, if 
it be by reaſon of Eccleſcafigat difference, they are guilty 
Schiſme : So that Schiſme is an Eccleſta#ticall ſedition, <aS*$e-"* + 
dition is a lay Schiſme, yet the great benefit of Communion , 
notwithſtanding in regard of divers diſtempers men are ſub= 
ject to, Difſention and Difunion are often neceſſary, For. 
wheneither falſe and uncertaine Concluſions arc obtruded, 
for truth, and Acts either unlawfull ,, or miniſtrinz juſt 
fſeruple are required: of us.to.be perform'd: intheſe caſes, 
conſent were conſpiracy, and open conteſtation is not facti-. 
on or Schiſme, but due Chriſtian animoſity. 

- | For the opening therefore of the nature of Sthiſme,ſome-- 
thing muſt: be added by way of difference to diſtinguiſh it 
from-heceſſary ſeparation, and thar is,. that the cauſe upon. 
which diviſion is attempted, proceed not: from Paſſion, or 
{rom Diſtemper, or from Ambition, or: Avarice, or ſuch 
other ends, as humane folly is apt to purſue, but from well 
weighed and neceſſary reaſons, and that when all other 
meanes-having been tryed,. nothing will ſerve to ſave us, 
from guilt of Conſcience, but open ſeparation, ſo that 
Schiſme, if we would define it, is nothing elſe but-an unne- 
ccſlary ſeparation of Chriſtians fromthat part of the viſible. 
Church; of which-they were once members ;- now as 1n 
riatinies and civill :diftentions, there are two attendants 10 - 
ordinary belonging unto them : one the Choyle of an Ele- 


or or Guide, in place of the Generall or Ordinary Govet- 
: Ms Wet n nor, 
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nor;to rule and guide,the other the appointing of ſome pub- 
lique place,or Randevous, where publike meetings muſt be 
ebened . So ih Church diſfentions and quarrels, two ap-- 
purtenices there are,which ſerveto make Schiſme-compleat.. 
Firſt; in the choyce of a Brſhop, in oppoſition to the. for- 
mer,(a thing very frequent amongſt the Ancients, & which 
many times was the cauſe and effe& of Schiſme.) ' 
_ + Secondly, the erecting of a_new Chutch and Oratory, 
for the dividing parts to-meetin publiquely, For till this be. 
done, the Schiſme is-but yet inthe wombe. hos aac] 
© Inthat late famous Controverſic in Holland, De Pradefti- 
natjone & auxilits, as long as the diſagreeing parties went no 
* further than Diſputes and Pcn Combarts, the Schiſme was 
; Allthat while unhatch'd, but afloone as one party ſweptan 
old Cloyſter;, and by a prety Art ſuddenly made it a 
Church, by putting a new Pulpit in it, for the ſeparating. 
pary there to meet ; now what before was a Controverſie 
ame a-forinall Schiſme. To know-no' morethen this, if 
youtake it to betrue, had been enough to dire&t how-you 
are to-judge,and what to think'of Schiſme and Schiſmatiques, 
yet becauſe of the Ancients,(by who many are more affright- 
edthan hurt) much is ſaid and many fearcfull doomes, pro- 
nounc'd inkhis caſe, we will diſcend alittle to'conſider of 
Schiſme as it were by way of ſtory, and that partly further 
to open that, which we have ſaid in-general by inſtancing in 
particulars, 8 partly-to diſabuſethoſe,who reverencing An- 
tiquity more than needs, have ſuffered themlelvsto be ſcared. 
with imputation of Schiſ-ze,above due meaſure,forwhat the 
Ancients ſpake by way of cenſure of Schiſme in generall is 
moſt true, . for they ſaw (and it is no great matter to ſee {0 
much that unadviſed and open fancy to break the knot of u- 
non, betwixt man and man (eſpecially amongſt Chriſtians, - 
upon who above all other kind of-men,the tye of love & c0- 
munion doth moſt e{pecially reſt )was'a crime hardly pardo-- 
nable,& that nothing abſolves "6 fro the guilt of it, but __ 
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and unpretended Conſcience, yet when they came'tg: pro- 


nounce of Schiſmve in particular,(whether: it was becauſe: of 
their own intereſt , or that they ſaw not the truth ,. or for 
what other cauſe God*only doth know) their judgements 
many times (to/ ſpeake moſt gently) are juſtly to be ſuſpe- 
ed, which that you may ſee, we will range all Schiſme into 


two.ranks. . | 


Firft'is a Schiſme, in which only oneparty is the Schiſma- 


tique: for where cauſe of Schiſme 1s neceſſary, there not he 


that ſeparates, but he that is the cauſe of ſeparation is the 


—_ matique. 


. 


ondly,there is 4 Schiſame in which both parties are the 
Schiſmatiques, for where the occaſion of ſeparation is. unne- 
ceſſary, neither fide can be excuſed from guilt of Schiſme. 
Butyou will aske who ſhall bethe judge, what is. necef- 
fary * Indeed it is a queſtion which hath beene often made; 
but Think ſcarcely ever truly anſwered; not becauſe it's a 
point of greatdepthor difficulty truly to affoile it, but be- 
cauſe the true ſolution of it carryes fire inthe tayle of it (for 
it bringeth with it a piece of doctrine, which is ſeldomrplea- 
ſing to Superiors) To'you for the preſent this ſhall ſuffice. 
Tffo beyou be anime defecato, if you have cleared your 
{elfe from froath and grownes, if neicher {loath nor feare, 
nor ambition, nor any tempting ſpirit of that nature abuſe 


- you(fortheſe and ſuchas theſe are the true impediments, 


why both that 8& other queſtions of the like danger are not 
truly anſwered) if all this be, and yet you know not how to 
frame your reſolution,and ſettle your ſelfe for that doubt; 1 
will ſay no more of youthan was ſaid of Papias S. Fohns 
ownſchollar,your abilities are not ſo good as I preſumed. 
'  Butto goon with what Tintended, and from that that di- 
verted me, that you may the better judge of the'nature of 
Schifmes by their occaſions, you ſhall finde that all Schiſmies 
have crept into the Church by one of theſe three ways, cl- 
ther upon matter of fa@;or upon matter.of opinion, or _ 
—_ Ou | oo 


A Tratt concerning Schifme, GY 
ofambirion:forthe firſt, I call-that matter of fact,when ſom- 
thing'ts required to be done by ns;- which either we know, 
or ſtrongly ſuſpect to. be unlawfull, ſo the firſt-notable 
 Schifmze, of which wereade ihthe'Church,-contained in it 
matter of fact, for it being upon error takep for neceilary, 
that an Za#er muſt be kept , and uponForſe than error 
(ifT may ſo ſpeake) for it was no lefle than. a point .of Tuda- 
iſmeforced uponthe Church, upon worſe thanerror, Iſay, 
. thought further neceſlary that the ground of the time, for 
keeping of that Feaſt muſt be the rule left by Moſes to the 
Fews, there aroſe a:ſtoutQueſtion, Whether we were to ce-- 
kbratewith the Fews on the foutteenth Moon; or the Sunday 
following:? This matter though moſt unneceſſary, moſt 
vaine, yet caufed: as greata combuſtion as ever was inthe 
Church, the Weſt ſeparating and refuſing Communion with 
the.Eaft, for many: yeares together: , Inthis fantaſticall hyr- 
 tyTcannorſee but all the wortd were Schiſmatiques, neither 

' cananything excuſe.them from that imputation, excepting 
onlyrhis,that'we charitablyſuppoſe rthar al parties did what 
they did out of \Conſcience , a: thing which betell them 
through the jenorance of their guides, (torT will ,notſay 
through their malice) and that through the juſt judgmentot 
God. becauſe through ſloath and blind.obedicnce men cxa- 
"mined not the thingswhichthey were taught, but ike beaſts | 
ofburthen, 'patiently couched down; and indifferently un- 
__ &rwent whatſoever their Snpertars laid upon them: by the 
way, by this we may-plainely ſee the danger of our appeale 

ts Antiquity, for reſolntion in controverted points of Faith. 
'&-how ſmall reliefe weare to expe from thence; for it 
the diſcretion of the chiefeft Guides, and DireQors of rhe 

Church, .did in a point fo triviall, ſo inconfiderable, fo 
:mainely fayle them, as not to ſeethe truth 1n. a{ubject , 
wherein it is the greateſt marvaile, how: they could avgyde 

_ theſight of ir, can wewithout-the imputation of greatgrot- 
 nefle and folly, thinke ſo poore ipirited pertons, gs 6 

on udges 
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6 A Tratt concerning Schiſmt, 
Tudges of the queſtions now on foot betwixt the Church- 
es; pardon me, I know not what Temptation drew that 
note from me. ' © FE - = 
The next Schiſme which had in it matter of faQ, is that 
of the Donatiſh, who was perſwaded (ar leaſt pretended ſo) 
that it was unlawfull to converſe or communicate in holy 
dutyes with men ſtained with any notorious fin, for how- 
ſoever, that Arſten do ſpecific only the Thurificati and Tra- 
ditores and Libellatici, ec. as if he ſeparated only from 
thoſe, whom he found to be ſuch , yet by neceſſary pro- 
portion, *he muſt referre to all notorious ſinners, upon 
this he' taught that in all places , where good and bad 
were mixt together , there could be no Church by reaſon 
of Pollution, cooperating a way from ſinners, which 
blaſted righteous perſons , which converſed with them. 
and made all yincleane; on this ground, feparating himſelte 
from all that he liſt to ſuſpeR, he gave out, that the Church 
was no where to be found but in him , and his Aſſociates, 
as being the only men among whom wicked perſons tound 
no ſhelter, and by conſequence the only cleare and unpsl- 
luted company, and therefore the only Church, Againſt 
this Saint CA #enitine_ laid down this Concluſion, Unita- 
fem Eccleſie per totum HMundum diſperſe pi pram 700 
eſe diſſerendam, which is indeed the whole ſumme of that 
Fathers diſputation againſt the Donatiffs, Now in one 
part of this Controverfie , one thing is ry remarkable. 
The truth was there , where it was by meete chance, and 
might have been on either fide , the reaſon brought by et- 
ther party notwithſtanding , for though it were De fatto 
falſe, that pays Donati ſhut up in CAfricke- was the 
only Orthodoxe pany, yet it might be true , notwith- 
ſtanding aty thing , Saint A «gsſftin brings to confure it, 
and on the contrary, though it were de fai7o true, that 
the part of Chriſtians diſperſed over the whole Earth were 
Orthodox , yet it mighthave beene falſe, notwithſtand- 


ng 


| A Trad concerning Schiſmee. 7 
' ing any thing Saint CAngu#ine brings to confirme 
| it. For where -or amongſt whom or how many the 
Church ſhall bee , orit is a thing indifferent it may be 
in any number more or lefle, it may be in any Place, 
Countrey , or Nation, it may be in all, and for ought I 
know, it may be in none, without the prejudice to the 
definition of a Church, or the truth ot the Goſpell, 
terth or Somh , many or few , diſperſed in many 
- - places ,, or confined to one : None of thele do cither 
proove or diſproove a Church. . 

Now this Schiſme, and likewiſe that former to a wiſe 
man that well underſtands the matter in Controverſie, 
may afford perchance matter of pity, to ſee men ſo 
ſtrangely diſtracted upon fancy, but of doubt or trouble 
what to do it can .yeeld none; for though inthis Schiſme 
the Donati#t bee the Schiſmatique_-, and in the former 
both parties bee equally ingaged in the Schiſme- , yet 
you may ſafely upon your occaſions communicate 
with either , if ſo bee you flatter, neither in their 
Schiſme : For why might not it bee lawfull to go to 
Church with the Donatift, or to celebrate Eaſter with 
the Puartodeciman , if occaſion ſo require ? ſince net- 
ther Nature, nor Religion, nor Reaſon doth ſuggeſt any 
thing of moment to the contrary © For in ll publique 
- meetings pietending holynefle, ſo there be nothing done, 
but what true Devotion and picty brooke , why may not 
I be preſent in them, and uſe communication with them 
| Nay,what if thoſe to whom the cxecution of the publik ſer- 
vice is committed, do ſomething either unſecmely or ſu(pi- 
tlous,or peradventure unlawfulls what if the garments they 
weare be cenſured, nay indeed be ſuſpitious 7 what if the 
geſture or adoration to be uſed to the Altars,asnow we have 
learn'd to ſpeak © what if the Homiliſt have preached , or 
_ delivered any dodtrine of the truth, of the which we are not 

well perſwaded ? athing whichvery often fals out : yer oe 
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allthis we may not ſeparate, except we be conſtrained per- 
ſonally to beare a part in themſelves; The Prieſts under 
Ely had ſo ll demeaned themſelves about the dayly facri- 
hce, that the Scripturetels-us,' they, made themto. ſtink, 
yer the People refuſed not to-come to the Tabernacle, nor 
to bring their Sacrificoto the Prieft , for in thoſe Schiſmes 
which concerne fa; nothing can bea juſt cauſe of refu- 
ſing of Communion , but only to.require the execution. of 
ſome unlawfull or ſuſpected a&t, for not only in reaſon, but 
in Religiontoo, that maxime admits of. no releaſe, cautiſ- 
ſemi cujuſque Preceptum quod dubitaa ne feceris , long it 
was vn Char tell upon Sc/iſme, upon this occaſion, 
though of late it hath had very-many,, for untill the ſecond. 
Councell of Nice_-,. in which concileable Superſtition and 
Ignorance did conſpire, 1 ſay , untill the Rout did ſet up 
Image-worſhip., there was..not any remarkable Schiſme 
upon. juit occaſion of fa&, all the reſt of Schiſmes of that 
kind were but wantons , this was truely ſerious; in this. 
the Schiſmaticall party was the Synod it{clfe, and ſuch as 
conſpired with itz for concerning the uſe of Imapes in ſa- 
crifices, S FO 

Firſt, it is acknowledged by all that it is athing unne- 
celbay... 

Shadly, it is by moſt ſuſpected. 

Thirdly, it is by many held utterly unlawfull, can then 
the enjoyning of ſuch a thing be ought elſe but abuſe 2 or 
can the refuſall of Communion here bethought any other 
thing than-duety * Here or-upon the like occaſion to ſcpa- 
rate, may peradventure bring perſonall trouble or danger, 
(againſt which ic concernes any honeſt man, .to have pe- 
tus Preparatum ) further harme it cannot do, ſo that 1n 
thele caſes you cannat be to ſeeke what to thinke ; Of what 
you haveto do. | 

Come we then to conſider a little of the ſecond ſort of 
Schiſme, arifing upon occaſion of variety of opinion: it 5» 

| | oY 


4 Trait concerning Schiſme. 9 
peen the common diſeaſe of Chriſtians from the beginning, 
not to content themſelves, with that meaſure of Faith, 
which God and Scriptures have expreſly afforded us, but 
our of a vaine defire to know more than is revealed, they 
have attempted to deviſe things , of which wee have no 
#ht, neither from Reaſon hor Revelation ,. neither have 
they reſted here, bur upon pretence of Church authoritie 
(which 1s none) or Traditioff (which for the moſt part is 
but fayned ) they have peremptorily concluded , and con- 
fidently impoſed upon other a neceſſity of entertayning 
concluſions of that nature', and to ſtrengthen themſelves 
have broken out into diviftons and faRtions, oppoſing man 
toman, Synod to Synod, till the peace of the Church 
vaniſhed , without all poſſibility of recall : hence aroſe 
thoſe ancient, and many- ſeparations amongſt Chriſtians , 
o&cifioned by Arianiſme , Entychianiſme, NeFtorianiſme , 
Photinianiſme, Sabellianiſme, and many more both ancients, 
and in our own time, all which indeed are but names of 
Schiſm; howſoever in the common language of the Fathers, 
they were called Hereſies, for Hereſie is an a&t of the will,not 
of the reaſon, and is indeed alye and not a miſtake , elſe 
| how could that of Aufen go for true , Errare puſ- 
ſum , Hereticus eſſe nolo : indeed Manichaniſme , YValen- 
tinianiſme , Macedonianiſme, Mahometiſme, are truely and 
properly Hereſies : For we know that the Authors of them 
received them not , but invented them themſelves, and ſo 
knew what they taught to be a lye: but can any man a- 
vouch that Arizs and. Neftorius, and others that taught 
erroniouſly concerning the Trinity, and the perſon of our 
Sav rou ns, did maliciouſly invent what they taught, 
and not rather fall upon it by error and miſtake? till that be 
_ Gone, and upon good evidence , we will thinke no worſe 
of all parties than needs we muſt , and take theſe Rents in 
the Church to be at the worſt but Schiſmes, upon matter of 
Opinion, in which caſe what we are to do, is not a point of 
| B 3 any 
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any great depth of underſtanding to diſcover, if. ſo be di- 
ſtemper-and partiality do 'not intervene : I do-not ſee that 
opinionum wvarietas ' & - opinantium unitas , are. Ang, 
or that men of different opinions in Chriſtian Religion,may. 
not hold communion: in .Sacrrs ,: and both go ro.one. 
Cturch , why may Lnotgo, if -occafion require, to an-4- 
rian Church., ſo there be, no Arianiſme expreſt in their. 
Liturgy:, and were  Lyturgies' and Publique formes. of 
Service ſo framed , as that they admitted. not: of parti- 
cular and private. fancies , but contained: onely. ſuch. 
things , as in, which-all. Chriſtians. do agree ; Schiſmes. 
on opinion. were utterly. vanifhed-': for confider. of all 
the Liturgies that are and ever have beene, and remove 
from them whatſoever. is, ſcandalous to any party , and. 
leave nothing but. what all agree on, and the cvill ſhall 
be, ' that the- publique Service and Honour of G O D 
ſhall no wayes ſuffer... Whereas to: load- our \ publique 
formes-, with the private. fancies: upon: which we lifter, 
is the moſt ſoveraign.way. to. perpetuate Schiſmes unto 
the Worlds end; Prayer., Confefhion , Thankſgiving , 
Reading, of Scriptures , Adminiſtration of Sacraments, 
m the playneſt and the _ manner. ,.' were matter 
enough to furniſh out a ſufficient Liturgy.,. though no- 
- thing either:of private opinion, or of Church Pomp, 
of Garments, or preſcribed Geftures , of Imagery , of 
Muſick , of matter concerning the Dead , of: many ſu- 
perfluities- which creepe: into the. Church ,, under the: 
name .of Order ,: and: Decency -, did: interpoſe it. 
{clfe. | ER, 
To charge Churches and Liturgies, with things unne- 
ceſſary was the firſt beginning of all ſuperſtition, and when. 
Fed of Conſcience began to be made or pretended,there, 


Schiſme began to breake in; if the ſpeciall Guides and Fa- 
thers of the Church would be a little. ſparing of incum-: 
bring Churches with fuperfluities, or not . over-rigid cither, 

in - 
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ia reviving obſolete Cuſtomes , or impoſing new , thei® 
would be farre leſle cauſe of Schiſme. or Superſtition, and 
all the inconvenience were likely to enſue would be but 
this, they ſhould in ſodoing yeeld alittle to the imbecillity 
of their Inferiours, a thing which S. Paul would never have 
xcfuſed to do ; meane while whereſoever falſe or ſuſpetted 
opinions are. made a peece of Church Liturgy , he that ſe- 
parates is not the Schiſmatiques , for it is alike un- 
lawfull to make profethon of known or ſuſpeted falſe- 
| hood, as to put in practiſe unlawfull or ſuſpected aftions. 
 Thethird thing I named for matter of Schiſmzo was, 
Ambition , T meane Epiſcopall Ambition , ſhewing it ſelfe 
eſpecially in two heads , one concerning Pluralities of B7- 
ſhops in divers Seas. CAriſtotles tels us that neceſſity 
cauſeth but ſmall faults , but Avarice and Ambition 
were the mother of great Crimes ; Epiſcopall Ambition 
hath made this true ,, for. no occafion hath produced 
more frequent , more- continuous , more ſanguineous 
Schiſmes, than-this hath done the Seas of Alexandria, of 
Conſtantinople , of Antiach , and above all: of Rome, 
doe abundantly ſhew thus much, and all Eccleſiaſtical 
ſtories witneſſe no leſſe,of which the greateſt that con- 
liſts of faRtionating and tumultuating of great and po= 
tent Biſhops. po 
Socrates Apologizing for himſelfe, that profeſling. to 
write an Ecclefiaſticall Story, he did oft-times interlace the 
ations of ſecular Princes and other Civill buſinefle,tels us 
that he did this to refreſh his Reader,” who otherwiſe were 
In danger to be cloyd by reading ſo much ofthe Acts of un- 
Quiet and unruly Biſhops, © 8 +27* aynaer «ger, in which | 
aSa man may ſay, they made butter and cheeſe one. of ano- 
ther, for wpivew, that I may ſhew youa caſt of my old office 
and open you a myſtery in Grammar, properly fignifies to 
Make butter and cheeſe, & becauſe theſe are not made with- 
-Out much agitatis of the-milk, hence wgi%»,by a borrow'd & 
B 3 tran- 
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. tranſlated ſignification, ſignifies to do things with much a- 

gitation and tumulr. | FT 
But that I may alittle conſider of the two heads , I but 
now. ſpecified, the firſt I mentioned was the Prelaties o 
Biſhops inone Sea. For the generall praQtiſe of the Church, 
ſince the beginning, at leaſt ſince the originall of Epiſco- 
pacy, 3s now it is, was never to admit at once more than 
one Biſhop in one Sea, and fo far in this point have they 
beerrcaretull to preſerve unity, that they would not have a 
Biſhop in his Sea to have two Carhedrall Churches 
which thing lately brought us a book out of France- De 
Monomachia Epiſcoporum, written by occafton of the Bi- 
ops of Langres : who I know not upon what fancy 
could not be content with one Cathedrall Church in his 
Diocefſe but would needs have two. which to the Author 
of that Work feemes to be a kind of Spirituall Polygamy, 
it fell out amongſt the Ancients very ofien ; ſometimes up- 
on occaſion of difference 1n opinions , ſometimes becauſe 
of thoſe who were intereſſed in the choyce of Biſhops , 
that rwo and ſometimes more were ſet up, and all par- 
ries ſtriving tro maintaine their own Biſhop, made them- 
felves ſeverall Churches ,- ſeverall Congregations , eac\ 
refuſing ro participate with others, and many times 
proceeding. to mutuall excommunications ; this is that 
which Cyprian cals Erigere Altare contra Altere , to this 
doth hee impute the originall of all Church diſorders, 
and if you read him, you wonld thinke he thought no 
other Church tumult to bee Schiſmres but this : This 
 perchance may plead fome excuſe, for though in regard 
of Religion ir ſelfe, it matters not whether there be one 
or more Biſhops in one Dioceſſe , for Epiphanizs reckon- 
ig up the Biſhops of Rome , makes Peter and Paul the 
firſt : and Saint Avguſtin acknowledgeth for a time hee 
* fate fellow Biſhop with his predeceſſor , though he cx- 
cliſed it , that he did ſo by being ignorant that the 
con- 


A Trad concerning Schiſme, I 
contrary had beene decreed by the Councell of Nice, 
yet ic being a thing very convenient for the peace of 
the Church to have it io, neither doth ic any whir 
ſavour of their miſdemeanor, their puniſhment ſleepes 
not who unneceſlarily and wantonly goe about to in. 
fringe 1t. | | 

But that other head of Epifcopall «Ambition, conccrn- 
ing Snpremacy ef Biſhops in divers Seas , one clay ming 
Supremacy over another, as it hath beene from time 
to time, a great treſpaſſe againſt the Churches Peace. 
. ſo, it is now the finall ruine of it, The Eaſt and Weſt 
through the fury of the two prime Biſhops, being ir- 
remechably ſeparated without all hope of Reconcile- 
ment. And beſides all this miſchiefe, it 1s founded on 
a vice contrary to all Chriſtian humility , w thou 
which no man ſhall ſee his Sav1ous; for they. do 
but abaſe themſclves and others, that would pzrſwade. 
us, that Biſhops by Cum s rs Inſtitution have any 
luperiority over other men further than of Reverence, 
or that any Biſhop is $..perior to another further than 
Poſitive order agreed upon amongſt Chriſtians hath 

preſcribed: ior wee have beleeved him that hath told 
WwWthatmlzesus Cuntsr there is neither high nor 
low-, and that in giving hono.;,r, every man ſhould | 
bee ready to preferre another before himſelfe , which 
laying cuts off all clayme certaioly of ſuperiority , by 
title of Chriſtianiry , except men thinke that theſe 
things were ſpoken onely to poore and private men. 
Nature and Religion agree in this , that neither of - 
them hath an hand in this heraldry of Secyndum ſub & * 
ſupra , all this comes from Compoſition and agrce- 
ment of men amongſt themſelves , whercfore tis a- 
| buſe o f Chriſtianity to make ic Lacquey to Ambiti- 
on, is a vice for which I have no extraordinary | 

name of Ienominy , and an ordinary I will. not give 
I, - 
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it, leaſt you ſhould take ſo tranſcendent a vice to bee 
but triviall. _ 

Now concerning: Schjſme ariſing upon theſe heads, 
you cannot be for behaviour much to ſecke , for you 
may fafely communicate with all parties as occa- 
ſion ſhall call you, and the Schiſmatiques here are all 
theſe who are head of the faction, rogether with all 
thoſe who foment it : for private atd indifferent per. 
| ſons, they may bee ſpectators of theſe contentions as 
ſecurely in regard of any perill of Conſcience, (for of 
danger in purſe or perſon, I keepe no account ) as at 
a Cock ; es Serpents fight, who cares who 
hath the better ? the beſt wiſh 1s that both may periſh 
in the fighr. | 

And for conventicles , of the nature of which wee 
defire to bee informed, thus much in generall eyi. 
dently appeares, that all meetings upon an unneceſſa. 
ry ſeparation are to bee: ſo ſtiled, ſo that in ſenſe a 
Conveaticle is nothing elſe but a Congregation of 
Schiſmatiques, yet Time hath taken leave ſometimes to 
 *fixthis name upon good and honeſt meetings, and that 
perchance not altogether without good zeaſon , for 
withou: publique rel:1gious meetings thus it fares, firſt 
it hath beene at all times confeſſed neceſſary , that 
God requites not only inward and priv.te devotion, 
when men either in their hearts and Cloſets, or with- 
in their private wals, pray , prayſe , confefle and ac- 
| knowledge; but he further requires all thoſe things to 

be done in publique, by troupes and ſhoales of me, 
and from hence have proceed<cd publique Temples, 
Altars, formes of Service, appoynt.cd rimes, and the 
like, which are required for open Aſſemblies, yet 
whilſt men are truely pious, all mectings of men for mu- 
tuall help of piety & devotion wherſoevcr and by whom- 
© ſoevercclebrated,were permitted withuut excep:1on. 


But 
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- © But when it was eſpyed that jtl feed perfons 4* 
buſed private meetings , whether Kelipious or Civill 

- fo. evill' ends, Religiouſneſſe to croſfe lmpicty , 4s 

appeares in the Echnick Elufinia , and Bacchapalla, and 

Chriſtian mecrings under the Pagan Princes \ When! 

for feare they durſt not come together ih dpert view, 

were charged with fowle imput3Gons | as by the re 
port of Chriſtians themſelves plainely appeares , and 

Civill meetings man rimes gnde: pretence of friendly 

and neighboufly viſi:es, ſheltered treafonable attempts 

- ao1inſt Princes and Common-weales, 

Hence both Church and State joyned, and joynt- 
ly gave order for Formes , Times , Places of Pub- 
lique meetings, whether for Religious or Civill ends, 

and -al} other meetings whatſoever , beſides thoſe of 
which both Time and Place , are limited » They 

cenſured for Routs and Riots , .and unlawfull Aſſem- 
blies in the State, arid inthe: Church for Conven- 
ticles. 

So that it is not lawfull no not for prayer, for hea. 
ting , for Conference, for atiy other Religious office 
whatſoever, for people to aſſemble otherwiſe, then by 
publ que order is allowed, neiher may we complain 

. of this in times of corraption, for why ſhovld men” 

1] defire to dothar ſuſpitiouſly in private which warratifa- 

bly .may -bee performed in publique. 

But in times of manifeſt Corruptions and perſecu- 
tions , wherein Religious Aſſembling is dangerous, 
Private meetings howſoever , beſides publique order | 
are. not only lawfull , but they are of neceffity and 
duty, elſe how ſhall we excuſe Meetings of Chriſtians 
for publique Service, in time of danger and perſecu- 
tions, and of our ſelves in Q1cene Maries dayes? and. 
| how will thoſe of the TO" Church amongſt us, 

| put 
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put. off the imputation of Conyenticling, who are 
knowne amongſt us privately to aſſemble for Religi. 
ous exerciſe againſt all eſtabliſhed order ,, both in 
State and Church ? For indeed all pious Aſſemblies 
in times of perſecution and corruption howſoever pra. 
Giſed . are indeed or rather alone the lawfull Con- 
© gregations 3, and Publique Afſemblies , though 

- according to forme of Lawe , are indeed no- 

.._ thing elſe bur Riots and Conventicks,, if. - 

_ _ "they be ſtayned with corruption and. 
Ee ſuperſtition. 
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